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Correspondence from the Scottish Government in response to questions 
raised by SPICe/OSSP on: 
 

• The Organic Products (Production and Control) (Amendment) (EU Exit) 
Regulations 2020. 

 
We would be grateful for more information on the reference to “extending the 
end date of the exception to the production rules for organic produce, set out 
in Council Regulation (EC) No 889/2008, from 2020 to 2022 as that relates to 
the maximum percentage of non-organic protein feed permitted per 12 month 
period for porcine and poultry species”. Could you point us to where we can 
find more information on the original exception to the production rules to 
2020? And could you provide a bit more detail on why the exception has been 
extended to 2022? 

  
Could you point us to where we can find more information on the original 
exception to the production rules to 2020? 
 
The original exception to the production rules for organic produce to 2020 are 
contained in Commission Regulation (EC) No 889/2008 as follows: 
 
Chapter 6 Exceptional production rules 
 
Section 2 Exceptional production rules related to non-availability of organic farm 
inputs in accordance with Article 22(2)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 
 
Article 43 Use of non-organic protein feed of plant and animal origin for livestock 
 
“Where the conditions laid down in Article 22(2)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 
apply and where farmers are unable to obtain protein feed exclusively from organic 
production, the use of a limited proportion of non-organic protein feed is allowed for 
porcine and poultry species. 
 
The maximum percentage of non-organic protein feed authorised per period of 12 
months for those species shall be 5 % for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020. 
 
The figures shall be calculated annually as a percentage of the dry matter of feed 
from agricultural origin. 
 
The operator shall keep documentary evidence of the need for the use of this 
provision.” 
 
The conditions laid down in Article 22(2)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 are 
where it is necessary in order to ensure access to feed, seed and vegetative 
propagating material, live animals and other farm inputs, where such inputs are not 
available on the market in organic form.   
 
Could you provide a bit more detail on why the exception has been extended 
to 2022?  
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The extension of the exception to 2022 preserves the existing exception available 
under EU law at the point that the UK leaves the transition period. We are also 
aware that the new EU organic regulations which would make changes here and 
which were due to come into force in 2021 have been delayed by at least a year. 
This means that the Commission will also be proposing an extension, beyond 2021 
to this exemption for non-organic feed. These changes have been recently 
announced but there is a scarcity of detail which means a pragmatic approach has 
been taken to proposing dates for the extension to the exception in The Organic 
Products (Production And Control) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020. 


